
Amazon Frogbit What is it?

Why is it a problem?

Characteristics

Amazon Frogbit (Limnobium laevigatum) is a floating aquatic 
plant, native to Central and South America. It was introduced 
for use in aquariums and ponds but has become highly invasive 
in many regions, including parts of Queensland.

Amazon Frogbit forms dense mats on water surfaces, 
smothering native aquatic plants and reducing oxygen levels 
in the water. This disrupts ecosystems, harms aquatic life, 
and can block waterways, impacting recreational activities 
and water management infrastructure.

Amazon Frogbit has bright green, rounded leaves that float 
on the water’s surface, forming rosettes. Its roots dangle 
below the surface, creating a dense network. The plant 
produces small white flowers and spreads rapidly through 
vegetative reproduction. It thrives in tropical and subtropical 
climates, and can impact ponds, dams, and slow-moving 
waterways.
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How to spot it on your property

What to do about it

Where to find out more

Look for floating clusters of round, bright-green leaves 
with spongy undersides. The roots are long and feathery, 
hanging below the water. It often forms thick mats that 
cover the water surface. Amazon frogbit currently occurs 
in the Barron River catchment between Yungaburra 
and Cairns. All detections in other locations should be 
reported to your local government immediately.

•	 PREVENTION: Avoid trading or introducing Amazon 
	 Frogbit to ponds or aquariums. Report all infestations 
	 outside the Barron River catchment to local biosecurity 
	 authorities. Dispose of aquarium contents responsibly. 
	 Contact your local council if you are unsure.

•	 PHYSICAL REMOVAL: Carefully remove plants and roots, 
	 ensuring no fragments are left behind. Dispose of them 
	 securely through deep burial to prevent spread.  

•	 CHEMICAL CONTROL: Use approved aquatic herbicides. 
	 Consult the Biosecurity Queensland Amazon frogbit pest 
	 fact for safe application.

BIOSECURITY OBLIGATIONS AND LEGAL REQUIREMENTS: 
Amazon frogbit is a locally declared pest plant under Local Laws in Mareeba, Tablelands, 
Cairns, and Cassowary Coast. It is an offence under Local Law to distribute or propagate. 
Penalties apply. 

GENERAL BIOSECURITY OBLIGATION: 
The Biosecurity Act 2014 requires everyone to take all reasonable and practical measures 
to minimise the biosecurity risks associated with Amazon frogbit under their control.

B I O S E C U R I T Y  R I S K S

Funded by the 
Queensland 
Government as part 
of the Enhancing 
Local Government 
Biosecurity Capacity 
Scheme.

RESOURCES: Check out your Local Government’s 
Biosecurity Plan available through your Council’s website.

Refer to the Queensland Government Pest Fact for 
Amazon frogbit  for detailed control information and 
herbicide rates.
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