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} What is cat management?

Cat management involves strategies and actions to contain
owned cats and manage unowned cats - to protect native
wildlife and ecosystems. Cats are particularly problematic in
tropical regions due to their predatory behaviour on unique
and endemic wildlife.

} Why are cats a problem?

Cats are responsible for significant declines in native species
through predation and competition, including birds, reptiles,
and mammals. They are listed as a key threatening process
under Australian legislation. Cats also spread diseases like
toxoplasmosis, which can affect wildlife, livestock, and
humans. They occur in every part of mainland Australia as
well as on many islands.
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} Characteristics

Cats are highly adaptable predators found across almost
all habitats, including rainforests, savannahs, deserts and
urban areas. Outside domestic situations where they are
required to be contained, they are solitary and nocturnal,

with a diet consisting mainly of small animals including
birds, mammals, reptiles and frogs.
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BIOSECURITY RISKS
} How to spot cats on your property

Cats are most likely to be spotted near water sources or
hiding in dense vegetation. More frequently, you will only
see tracks, scats containing hair and evidence of predation,
such as feathers or carcasses.

} What to do about them

« RESPONSIBLE CAT OWNERSHIP: Practicing responsible pet
ownership and containment of domestic cats is essential to
reducing impacts on local wildlife. Cat runs are great ways to
keep cats safe and prevent them from preying on local wildlife.

DESEXING IS CRUCIAL: Cats can produce up to three litters
of kittens each year which can in turn reproduce at an age of
four to five months. Two entire cats can result in thousands of
offspring from multiple generations within four years.

EXCLUSION FENCING: Installing cat-proof fencing to protect
sensitive areas or wildlife populations is effective but can be
prohibitively expensive. It is usually used when a prey species
is threatened with extinction due to predation.
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TRAPPING: Cage traps can be effective in urban and peri
urban areas where cats are familiar with human food sources.
Rubber jawed traps can sometimes be useful for unowned cats
not familiar with people but they require a lot of skill to deploy.

BAITING: There is a growing toolkit of field-based control
options for managing cats in natural settings, although some
are not effective for the Wet Tropics. Strict conditions apply on
their use.

SHOOTING: Shooting at night can be effective for reducing
local cat numbers, using a spotlight to detect cats’ distinctive
green eyeshine. Cats are sometimes attracted to prey-based
whistles that mimic distress calls of small mammals like rabbits.

HABITAT MANAGEMENT: Reducing shelter and food sources
in urban and peri-urban areas can limit cat populations.
Managing prey items like rabbits can reduce food sources for
feral predators.

} Where to find out more

RESOURCES: Visit the Feral Cat Scan website for
detailed resources on cat management.

BIOSECURITY OBLIGATIONS AND LEGAL REQUIREMENTS:
Domestic cats (owned cats) are managed in accordance with local laws. All other cats are
considered unowned/feral cats and are managed under the Biosecurity Act. You must not
move, feed, give away or sell unowned/feral cats or release them into the environment. F
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Penalties may apply. c

GENERAL BIOSECURITY OBLIGATION: T E R R A I N

The Biosecurity Act requires everyone to take all reasonable and practical measures to
minimise the bi urity risks i with d, | cats under their control.

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
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