
Using Remote-Control Pig Trapping Technology

What are feral pigs?

What are the threats/risks?

Feral pigs (Sus scrofa) are highly destructive, invasive 
animals found across the Wet Tropics. They damage 
ecosystems by uprooting vegetation, spreading weeds, and 
preying on native wildlife. Their presence also threatens 
agriculture, causing crop losses and soil erosion.

•	 Environmental damage: Pigs disturb soil, degrade 
	 waterways,cand destroy native habitats.

•	 Agricultural losses: They eat crops, damage fencing, 
	 and compete with livestock for food.

•	 Disease transmission: Pigs can spread diseases like 
	 leptospirosis and foot-and-mouth disease.

•	 Increased weed spread: Their movement spreads 
	 invasive plant seeds, worsening weed infestations.
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How to apply it on your property

How to use this technology

Where to find out more

Remote-control pig trapping technology enhances traditional 
trapping methods by:

•	 Reducing labour costs: Traps can be monitored and triggered 
	 remotely, minimising manual costs.

•	 Improving capture rates: Smart traps allow for selective 
	 activation, ensuring entire groups are caught.

•	 Enhancing safety: Remote monitoring reduces human 
	 interaction with feral pigs.

•	 Minimising off-target species: When combined with other 
	 best management practice monitoring prior to selecting 
	 control locations, remote monitoring can also ensure traps are 
	 not triggered for non-target species.

•	 Providing real-time data: GPS and camera systems help track 
	 pig movements and optimise control strategies.

The Cassowary Coast pig trapping guide provides a 
comprehensive overview of what is involved in a successful 
trapping program but the key elements are:

•	 Installing smart traps: Set up remote-controlled enclosures 
	 in high-activity areas.

•	 Using pre-baiting: Encourage pigs to enter traps by providing 
	 food sources.

•	 Monitoring remotely: Use cameras and sensors to track pig 
	 activity before triggering the trap.

•	 Following ethical guidelines: Ensure humane handling and 
	 disposal of captured pigs.

Visit the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 
resources on general feral pig management information. 
For Wet Tropics–specific advice, refer to Trapping Feral 
Pigs on the Cassowary Coast. A practical guide:

https://www.publications.qld.gov.au/ckan-publications-
attachments-prod/resources/0a1ae409-c813-4bdb-9fd6-
9095efcb85db/trapping-feral-pigs-on-the-cassowary-coast.
pdf?ETag=4c31c6f96f8cb8801aa7d5c8809334a3
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BIOSECURITY OBLIGATIONS AND LEGAL REQUIREMENTS: 
Under the Biosecurity Act it is illegal to move, feed, give away, sell, or 
release feral pigs into the environment. Penalties apply.

GENERAL BIOSECURITY OBLIGATION: 
The Biosecurity Act requires everyone to take all reasonable and practical 
measures to minimise the biosecurity risks associated with feral pigs 
under their control.
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